
Students Succeeding in 
Literacy: tips, tricks and 

apps!



Karakia Timatanga!
He hōnore �

He korōria ki te Atua�
He maungārongo ki te whenua�

he whakaaro pai �
ki ngā tangata katoa�

Amine �



E Te Atua!
E te Atua 

Tēnei mātou 
Te inoi ana 

Ki a koe 
Mō ngā mahi 
Mō tēnei rā 

Āmine 
Āmine 

!



Mihi Mihi!
Tēnā koutou katoa 

 
Ko ______ tōku maunga                 mountains 
Ko ______ tōku awa                         river 
Ko ______ tōku iwi                           people 
Ko ______ tōku ingoa                      name 
Nō ______ ahau                               from 
Kei _____ tōku kainga                    home 
 

Nō reira, tēnā  koutou, tēnā koutou, 
 tēnā koutou katoa !

!



Agenda!
! ipad apps!

!   pre-phonics teaching strategies!

!   does one intervention suit all children?!

!   running records!

!   reading strategies!

!   how to support writers!

!   NZEI Union!





Ipad apps!
!   can act as a good communication tool!
!   can act as a good information tool!
!   they appeal to all ages!
!   they should be integrated into the �everydayness� of 

learning!
!   can be used creatively across the curriculum!
!   foster creativity!



ipad apps...!
!   they may affect parenting/teaching and 

important social interactions!
!   they should not replace hands-on activities 

that develop motor memory!
!   ipads are not teachers...but add to good 

practice!



Is the student learning?!
!   we need to know the goal we are trying to 

achieve!
!   is the app suited to the goal?!
!   we need to look at how and when we use 

ipads!
!   we need to record student progress in 

different ways!



Ideas for use!
!   as a practise activity: maths basic facts!
!   to access new information and ideas!
!   to extend opportunities to participate: 

writing, sharing news, entertain!
!   to record information: homework, teaching 

notes from board, work evidence!



recommended apps!
! spellosaur!
!   clicker docs/clicker sentences           $!
!   math bingo   !
! oz phonics!
! iwordq                                     $!
! popplet!



Pre-Reading Skills"
aka pre-phonological awareness!

!   sound discrimination!



!   speech sounds:    mystery animal game!
!   alliteration:     �I spy with my little 

eye, something that starts with the 
same sound as.....�!

!   rhythm:    clap and copy a rhythm, 
song and dance!

!   sound breaks:    clap syllables, say 
part of a word - student finishes the 
word!



!   rhyme:  you say a word, student says a 
word which rhymes with it. Rhyming books 
(Giles Andreae, Julia Donaldson, Hairy 
McLary)!

!   5 rhyme families: cat   hen   pig   dog   bug!



Research says...!

!   most research has found that children who 
are exposed to lots of language, learn about 
books, have a good oral vocabulary are 
better able to read and spell. Children with 
these skills require less phonics instruction!



One Intervention Fits 
All?!



!   there are LOTS of different programmes 
available!

!   an intervention must meet the child�s needs, 
based on analysed assessment!

!   teach what they need to know!
!   most teaching is best done in context: eg 

teach sounds during reading time.!



Running Records!
!   are used to record reading behaviours!
!   they are analysed so that decisions can be 

made about next steps!





Common Errors!
!   students guess words by looking at the first 

sound!
!   students can�t segment or blend sounds in 

words!
!   students guess words that might make sense!
!   students miss out words!
!   students don�t think about what makes sense!



Activity!
!   with a partner, take a text sample and 

record what the reader is saying!
!   identify the common mistake they are 

making!
!   what would you do to support a change?!



strategies:!
!   have a goal!
!   have materials available (at the correct 

level)!
!   be clear, explicit and systematic!
!   have multiple opportunities for practise!
!   slowly reduce the level of help!



Writing Genre!
!   recounts!
!   reports!
!   instructions / procedure!
!   explanations!
!   expositions!
!   narratives!



more writing styles!
!   charts!

!   labels!

!   speech balloons!

!   captions!

!   diaries!

!   shopping lists!

!   recipes!

!   dialogue!

!   poetry!



recount!
!   seen most often in the junior 
school!

!   teaches past tense!
!  writing relates to real life 
experiences!





reports!

!  engage reluctant writers (non-
fiction)!

!   full of facts!





Procedure!

!   step - by - step instructions!
!   involves listing, short sentences 
and diagrams!





Explanations!
!  explains how something works!
!  easy to write across levels!
!  a chance for students to show 
what they know about and are 
interested in!





Expositions!
!  persuasion: the writer needs to 
convince the reader to agree 
with their point of view!

!  advice: avoid the school uniform / 
too much tv trap!





Narrative!
!    can be implemented across 
levels: anything from a basic 
fairytale to a Lord Of The Rings 
type of saga!

!    has goodies and baddies!
!    has a problem and a solution *!





Teaching Strategies!

!   modelling!



!   prompting!
!   questioning!



!   feedback!
!   telling!
!   explaining!
!   directing!


